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VERSATILE GEESE 
HELPFUL TO MAN 


They Serve as Watchdogs, 
Shepherds and Weeders 


WASHINGTON — Geese make 
faithful watchdogs, determined 
shepherds, efficient field hands 
and good companions. When 
geese have reached the end of 
their working days, they make 
the supreme sacrifice. They are 
delicious to eat. 

Geese have been serving man 
as long as any other bird, the 
National Geographic Society 
says. The graylag goose, de- 
picted on ancient Egyptian 
frescoes, is probably the oldest 
domestic bird. Chinese swan 
geese were tamed at least 2,000 
years ago. 

. Selective breeding of the two 
species has produced the many; 
varieties of domestic geese. In 
the process, the tamed geese 
have lost their ability to fly 
and have surrendered to stable 
family life. Wild geese are mo- 
nogamous, but domestic ganders 
are not. 

A honking, hostile goose long 
has been recognized as a su- 
perior “watchdog.” In ancient 
Rome, the sacred geese of the 
Temple of Juno were credited 
with saving the city from 
marauding Gauls in 390 B.C. 
Enemy scouts sent into the city 
at night awakened the geese, 
which set up such a clamor 
that they woke the Roman de- 
fenders. 

Patrol Whisky Sheds 

Even today, in Dumbarton, 
Scotland, a flock of 18 geese 
patrols the sheds storing thou- 
sands of barrels of aging whis- 
ky. At the sight of an intruder, 
presumably thirsty, the geese 
start cackling and alert the 
guards. 

In Johannesburg, South' 


Africa, a pet shop owner was 
deluged with orders for watch 
geese after he boasted: “They 
do not doze off and will not 
make friends with prowlers.” 
In Askam-In-Furness, Eng- 
land, villagers complained that 
local geese were too aggressive. 

[ One factory girl said that 
geese chased her regularly as 
she walked to work. “It’s hor- 
rible when they are in a bad 
mood,” she said. “There’s only 
one thing to do — run.” 

Farmers in New Jersey and 
Texas have employed geese to 
herd sheep. Persistent honking, 
wing flapping and an occasional 
nip on a sheep’s tail or ear 
keeps the flock in line. 

Geese come into their own 
as weeders. They can be made 
to clean cottonfields, straw- 
berry patches, asparagus beds 
and nursery plantings. Grain is 
placed at one end of the field 
and water at the other to keep 
tlie birds moving back and 
forth. 

The foragers fan out evenly 
among the rows. Weeding geese 
have some bad habits: They 
tend to knock off in the heat 
of the day and will stop work 
to cluster around a visitor. 

About a million geese now 
waddle through Southern cot- 
tonfields, destroying weeds 
more efficiently than man, 
mechanical weeders or herbi- 
cides. Geese are credited with 
reducing the cost of growing 
an acre of cotton from $124 
to $98. Said the ownep of a 
10,000-acre Louisiana planta- 
tion with 4,500 geese: “If it 
weren’t for them. I couldn’t 
stay in the cotton business.” 

In Washington and Oregon, 
thousands of geese roam pep- 
permint fields as weeders. They 
are retired after two seasons, 
having by then developed a 
taste for young mint plants. 

Many a domestic goose has 
become a family pet. It an- 
swers to its name and responds 
to petting with contented his- 
sing. This wise goose knows a 
good 'thing — it rarely ends up 
on a holiday dinner table. 


